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cessary for the person administering the government of this state,
to attend any meeting of the commissioners of the land office, and
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in all meetings heroafter to be had, the officer first named in the Ijf the Iand

act herehy amended, and attending, shall preside as chairman,
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CHAP. XII,

An ACT to encourage Privatcering Associations,
Passed October 21, 1814,

WHEREAS a barbarous warfare on our coast and frontiers, b
pillage and conflagration, is carvied on by the enemy, and'a deter-
mination is avowed to lay waste our cities and habitations, and to
make a common ruin of both public and private property, contrary
to the usages’of civilized warfare : Wherefore, it has become expe-
dient and necessary, that the legislature should facilitate to patyiot-
ie citizens every efficacious means of defence and annoyauce to the
enemy; and whereas the uniting of a capital by means of patriotic
associations, to be formed for fitting out at the exponce of such com-
paunies, private armed vessels, to be licensed by the government of
the United States, would contribute to the destruction of the com-
merce of the enemy on the ocean, and of her armed vessels on our
coast, and weuld guard and protect the commerce of the United
States, under such encouragement as shall be provided for by the
government of the United States for that purpose : Therefore,

1. Be it cnacted by the people of the state of New-York, ye-
preseated in Senate and Assembly, That at any time during the
present war, any five or more persons, who shall he desirous to form
a company for the purpose of annoying the enciny of the United
States, and their commerce, by means of private armed vessels, to
be fitted out in conformity with thelaws of the United States, at the
expence and risk of such’ company, may make, sign and acknow-
ledge, before a justice of the supreme court, or a judge of the court
of common pleas, or the mayor or recorder of auy city, within this
state, and file in the office of the secretary of state, a certificate in
writing, in which shall be stated, the corporate name of the suid
company and its ohject, and the ameuut of the capital stock of the
snid company, the number of shares of which the said stock shall
consist, the number of directors and their pames whe shall manage
the concerns of the said company for the first year, and the place
where they shall carry on the concerns of the said company.

I, And be it further enacted, That as soon as such certificate,
as aforesaid, shall have been filed, the persons who shall have exe-
cuted the same, and their successors, shall, for the period express-
ed b such certificate, be a body politic and corporate, in fact and
in nume, by the name stated in such certificate, by which name
they and their successors shall and may have succession, and shall
be in law capable of suing and being sued, pleadéd and being im-
pleaded, answering and being answered unto, defending and heing
defended, in all courts and places whatsoever, in all manner of ac-
tions, saits, complaints, matters and causes whatsoever; nnd thew
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and their successors may have a common senl, and the sawe may
malke, ulter and change at their pleasure: and that they and their
successors, by their corporate naine, shall, inlaw, be capable of
huying, purchasing, holding and conveying, any lands, fenements,
hereditaments, goods, chattels, wares and merchandize whatsoever,
necessary to ennble the said company to carry on " their operations
authorized by this act, .

Mhies bow [T, And be it further enacted, That the stock, property anc

mans-

gd. coneerns of suckh company, shall be managed and conducted hy o
president and 5o many directors as are mentioned in their certifieate
of incorporation, who, except these for the first year, shall be an-
nually elected, at such time and place as shall be directed by the
bye-lans of the said company ; and public notice shall be given
thereof, not less /han fourteen days previous thereto, in at Jeast one
newspaper printed in or nearest to the place where the business of
the sajd company shull be carried on; and every such election shall
be made by such of the stockholders as shall attend for that pur-
pose, either in person or by proxy, aud shall be by ballot; and
each stockholder shall be entitled to as many votes as he owns shares
of the stock of the said company, and that none but stockholders
shall be eligible as directors, and the persons having the greatest
number of votes, shall be directors; and the direclors chiosen at
any such election, shall hold their first weeting as soon as conve-
niently may be thereafter, and shall at such meetipg cleet one of
their number to be their president ; and if any director shall at any
time cease to be a stockholder in said company, his office shall he
considered vacant: and as often as any vacancy or vacancies may
happen among the direclors, by death, resignation or otherwise, the
place or places vacated shall be filled for the remainder of the year,
by such stockholder as the remainder of the directors for the time
being, or a majority of them, shall appoint: Provided, That the
number of directors shall in no case be Jess than three nor more
thau twenty-one.

Elgtionmay IV. And be it further cnceted, That in case it shall at any

};;‘l’_":’:'i: °tiime happen that an election of directors be not made by any
company who shall have incorporated themselves according to the
provisions of this act, on the day when by the laws of such compa-
ny it ought to have been done, such company, for that cause, ghall
not be depmed to be dissolved, but it shall and may be lawful on
any other day, to hold an election for divectors, in such manner
as shall be directed by the bye-laws of such company, within three
months thereafter.

Pawennoftbe Vo And be it further enacted, That the directors of every such

diectors.— jpcorporated company, or a majority of them, shall have power to
appoint the time and place of all meetings for the dispatch of busi-
ness; to appoint all speh officers, agents and servants, as the di-

, rectors, or a majority of them canvened, may deem necessary for

carrying iato effect the objects of such company, and to make and
establisa such bye-law, vules, orders and regulations respecting the
concerns of snich company as they shall decin necessary for the well

frovior  ordering the affuirs of the said company: Provided, 'That such
bye-laws shall, in no wise be inconsistent with the constitution and
lays of the United States, or of this state: Provided further, That
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« mijority of such directors shall constitute a quorum to transact
business.

VI. Aud be it further enacted, That the capital stock of any sick.
such incorporation shall not exceed one million of dollar:; aud 1t
shall be lawful for the dircctors of every such company, iv eall und
demand of the stockholders of such company respreos iy, all such
sums of money by them subseribed, wt such times, and in such pro-
portions, as such directors shall see fit, under the pain of forfeiture
of their shares, and all previous payments made on their stock to
such company, if such paynients shall not be made within sixty
days after a notice requiring such payment shall have been publish-
ed in such newspaper as before mentioned : and every such incor- Duration of
poration shall cease and cxpire at the end of one year after the ter- "M%
mination of the present war with Great Britain,

VI, dud be it further enacted, ‘'That the real estate which it
shall be lawful for any such incorporated company 1o hold, shall be
such only as shall be requisite for its accommodation in huilding,
repairing and fitting out vessels employed or to be amployed by
such company as private armed vessels, or for their offices necessu-
ry for the officers, clerks or agents of such company, or such as
shall have been bona fide mortgraged to such company, by way of
security, or conveyed to it in sutisfuction of debis to sucli company,
or purchased at sales upon judgments which <hall have becn ohtain-
ed for such debts, )

VIIL. Aud be it further enacted, That the amount of dibis
which any such incorporated company shall at any time owe, shall
not exceed the sum of the capital stock subsevibed and actually
paid into the funds of such company, and in case of excess, the di-
rectors of such company, under whose administration it shall hap-
peny shall be liable for the same in their separate and private capa-
cities, but this shall not Le so coustrued, as to exempt the said cor-
poration, or any estate, real or personal, which such corporation may
hold, from alvo bemg liable for and chargeable with sueh excess;
but such of the directors of such company, who shall have been ab-
sent when such excess was contracted, or who may have dissented
from the resolution or act whereby the same was so contracted,
shall not be liable,

IX. dud beit further cnacted, That it shall be the duaty of the pividends,
divectors of every such company, to make dividends evary sin
months, of so much of the profits of their associafion, as to them
shall appear advisable,

X. snd beit further enacted, That the Qirectors of cievy such
incorporated company shall, from time to time, when vequired by
a majority of the stockholders, lay before them for their informa-
tion, at a general meeting, a particular statement of the debts and
credits of such company, and of the coneerns thereof,

XL And be it further enacted, That it shall and may af all times
be lawful for a majority of the divectors of any such compuny, to Vesselsmay
sell or dispose of any of the vessels which may belong to such ™"
company.

XU, And be it further enacted, That the stock of every sueh g g desme
company shall be deemed personal estate, and shall be translerable (0 personsd
in such” manner as shall be preseribed by the hye-laws of such @t

Real catate.

Debte,

Accounts.



14

Testrictions.

Faidenee of

inoorpora.
tatt,

Famihes of
JHrsens  n
militg  ser-
vice not to
he movid.

How to be
1 hieved.

Lixpeners
how tobe
paid.
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company, and that for all debts that shall be due and owing by
such eompany at the time of its dissolution, the persons then com-
posing such company shall be individually responsible to the ex-
tent of their respeetive shaves of stock in stich company, and no fur-
ther; and that 1t shall not be lawful for such company to use their
funds, orany parl thereof, in any banking transaction, or inany other
business or employment than such as way be proper and necessary
for carrying into effect the declaved objeets of this act: and further,
that no such company shall directly or indireetly, deal or trade in
buying or selling any stock ereated under any act of the United
States or of this state, unless in selling the same when truly pledg-
ed by way of security for debts due to such company.

XIN. And be it further enacted, That the copy of any certificate
filed in pursuance of this act, and certificd to be a true copy by the
socretary of state, or his deputy, shall, together with this act, be
received in all courts and places within this state, as legal evidence
of the incorporation of such conpany.
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CHAP. XIIL

An ACT in addition to the act for the Relicf and Seftlement of

the luor. |

Passed October 21, 1814,

L Be it exacted by the people of the state of New-York, re-
presented in Senate and Assembly, That it shail not be lawful 1o
cause 1o be removed fram any city or town in this state, in pursu-
ance of the act for the relief and settlement of the poor, the family
of any person who now is or hereafier may be called into militia
service of this state, or of the United States, during the time of his
actually being in such service, and for thirty days thereafter, ex-
cept where such family shall have moved into such city or town
since such person was ordered into such service,

W, dnd be it further enacted, That the overseers of the poor of
the several ecities and towns of this state, in which such family re-
suded at the time such person was ordered into such sevvice, shall
afford the same relicf to his family during his absence, as aforesaid,
as if he was legally settled in such city or town,

UL And be it further enacted, "That the expence of supporting
the family of any such person who inay be ordered into such ser-
viee as aforesaid, provided he is not legally settled in the city or
town which may incur such expence, and all the expence of sup-
porting the family of any person who has or may cnter ino the ar-
my or navy of the United States, or into the regular seevice of this
state, who has no legal setiletuent in this state, shall e a charge
upon the city or county in which they are found to reside; and
the city or county treasurer of such ¢ity or county, may charge the
expence thereof m his acconnt with the state treasury, which the
comptrofier is herchy directed to allow,



